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the several Colonies an amount sufficient to defray the
expenses of those services which it would be inexpedient to
leave to be provided for by annual votes of the respective
Legislatures, leaving, however to those Legislatures full
power to alter this appropriation by laws to be passed in
the usual form. It would remain for Tour Majesty to deter-
mine what instructions should be given to the Governors of
these Colonies, as to their assenting on behalf of the Crown
to any laws which might be tendered to them by the
Legislatures for repealing or altering any of the charges
created by Parliament on the revenues of the respective
Colonies.1 We conceive that it might be advisable by such
instructions to restrain the Governors from assenting to Acts
making any alterations in the salaries of their own offices,
or of those of the Judges, and some others of the public
servants, unless these Acts contained clauses suspending their
operation until they should be confirmed by Your Majesty's
immediate authority. It appears to us that this course
ought to be adopted, because we consider that the salaries
of the principal officers of the Colonial Governments ought
not to be changed without Your Majesty's direct concur-
rence; and because the present holders of some of the
offices of lower rank have received their appointments
under circumstances which give them a strong claim to the
protection which would be thus afforded them. ... We
doubt not that such claims would be respected by the local
Legislatures, whatever reductions they might see fit to make
in other cases; but we think that Your Majesty ought to
secure them even from the risk of a hasty and ill-con-
sidered decision to their prejudice, occasioned by some
temporary excitement; subject to these qualifications, we
are of opinion that complete control over the Colonial
expenditure ought to be given to the respective Legis-
latures.
1 JL permanent <3ivil List was secured tinder tlie Acts of 1855-1856,
under which responsible government was introduced.